

Advancing marine hugs gritty enrlh as demolition charge erupts in front of him. Jwo’s cinders fouled 
rifles, reducing American firing frequency and lashed the marines* faces when blown by close shell blasts. 



T welve days after the U. S. Marines landed on Iwo Jima the Tokyo 
radio quoted Lieut. General Tadamichi Kuribavashi, Japanese com¬ 
mander on Iwo, as saying, “This island is the front line that defends our 
mainland, and I am going to die here.” He sounded like a good prophet. 
On D-Day plus 13 the end of the battle of Iwo Jima was in sight. The 
3rd Marine Division, inching north at the center of the advance on the 
pear-shaped island, sighted the sea. On its flanks the 4th and 5th Divi¬ 
sions, fighting in lower terrain, moved more slowly, but still forward. 
The Jap defense was simultaneously being bisected and enclosed. 

Were it not for front-line pictures like these made by LIFE Photog¬ 
rapher W. Eugene Smith and Marine cameramen, the U. S., accustomed 
by now to Pacific victories, might regard Iwo as just one more tough 
battle. On Iwo the Marines upheld a familiar tradition. They landed. 
They stuck. Then they advanced. But what made the battle of Iwo 
uniquely horrific was the island itself. Iwo is eight square miles of bar¬ 
ren, brow r n-oliffed land. The southern end is a desert of loose volcanic 
ash. In the north a thousand Jap colonists formerly grew' a little sugar 
cane and vegetables. Slit-faced bats flick through its palms and banyan 
trees during the cold nights. By day the skies are usually gray. Some¬ 
times black smoke and sulphur gas flare up through the northeast sec- 
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IWO’b SOUTHERN END WAS ATTACKED FIRST. MARINES LANDED AT LEFT. DOGGEDLY ADVANCED ACROSS THE NARROW ISLAND. SWUNG SOOTH TO TAKE HIT. SURISACHI (RACKGROUND) 


BARREN SANDS OF IWO 

tion’s rocks* One correspondent reported Iwo's only beauty is a seraggly 
plant that hears purple blossoms the sbseof tiaitheads. The battle which 
raged on this bleak Pacific cinder made it even more desolate, pocking 
its surface with craters until it. took on the look of a lunar landscape. 

Iwu‘s three airstrips arc not much farther from Tokyo than British 
bases arc from Berlin. B-34 Liberators, of which the U, S* has thou¬ 
sands, can fly to Japan under fighter protection, adding huge strength 
and bomb weight to the present B-2f) attacks* The Japs, therefore* de¬ 
fended the island ferociously. Their corpses, when the flame throwers 
had passed on, resembled bundles of burned newspaper^The fury of 
their resistance was told in Admiral Nimitz* communique on the 13th 
day: of a garrison estimated at £0,G00,7,127 hud been killed and only 3£ 
taken prisoner. Meanwhile the Marines slogged forward, stopping for 
nothing but the still-deadly fire that cut them down in numbers which, 
at week's end, were yet to be disclosed. 

The Japanese took their usual solace in untruth, claiming extravagant 
damage lo the U* S* forces, Jap arms, said the imperial communique, 
had sunk two U* S, aircraft carriers, one or two battleships* four or five 
cruisers arid six transports, “In addition,’* the communique said hope¬ 
fully, "seventy-four huge pillars of flame were observed from the land*” 



Amphibious tractor, one tlmt was able to fight its way inland, burns fiercely idler a direct hit from a Jap 
mortar. In the foreground is one of the hundreds of cleverly camouflaged Jap jiitlhuxes dotting Iwo* 
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iwo lima (continued) 
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nn Iwe's ashes advancing mnrii.es steal from foxhole to foxhole along “Blue Bind. No 1,” 
watch the^ot^ndiiWidon'TBlue Beach No. 2-*' Against, the deaertlike landscape of southern 


^ — 

Iw0 ,n of it within range of the farthest Japanese guns, invaders were perfect targets.No- 
Ucc’the siw of their footprints. Struggling forward, marines sometimes sank to liter knees. 



ad hands still thrusting his rifle forwaid. a marine lies where * ““**»£* g 1 ™ 
n’s heath, a bullet hob drilled through his helmet Jap marksmen killed many thus. But 


st-kitie number of V. S. casualties marked from mortar and artillery fire. Medical Cmpms 
)CKing muiiuei t1 , n u.i him wtniiiils 

Kru i*k t n l L- t-r! 
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